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JOB-EATING VIRUS 
FOR CLASS OF 2020 
With interviews 
postponed and 
internships canceled, 
graduates fear for 
the future. 
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FORT WORTH 
The Rev. Robert Pace stood in 
front of 45 people on March 4 
and led the Lenten program at 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Fort 


Worth. 

He felt sick days earlier and 
was diagnosed with the flu. He 
still had a deep cough, but his 
fever broke. He felt safe enough 
to go to the church, but stood 
away from his worshipers. Little 
did Pace know, he was actually 
infected with the novel coro- 
navirus. 
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Tarrant County tracks 
spread of coronavirus 


When he was finally diag- 


nosed with COVID-19 six days 
later, epidemiologists at the 
Tarrant County Public Health 
Department had the daunting 
task of tracking down every 
single person Pace had been in 
contact with while he was show- 
ing symptoms. 


The process — called contact 


tracing — is how countries like 
South Korea have been able to 
stop the spread of coronavirus 
without shutting down the econ- 
omy. Tarrant County has used 
contact tracing to track people 
who have likely been exposed to 
COVID-19 and force them into 
isolation. But a lack of re- 
sources, legal barriers and an 


increase in coronavirus cases 
could make widespread contact 
tracing difficult. 

“At some point it’s going to 
get so widespread that that may 
not happen,” said Tarrant Coun- 
ty judge B. Glen Whitley. 

Contact tracing is lingo for 
the process of reaching out to all 
the people who have been in 
contact with somebody who has 
tested positive for coronavirus. 
Those who have had contact 
with the person are usually told 
to self-quarantine for at least 14 
days and pay close attention to 
any symptoms they develop. 

Diana Cervantes, a professor 
of epidemiology and biostatis- 
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Fort Worth 
home sales 
upended by 
COVID-19 


BY GORDON DICKSON 
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FORT WORTH 

Fort Worth’s housing market, 
which just weeks ago was one of 
the hottest in the United States, 
has been thrown into uncertain- 
ty by the coronavirus. 

And it’s happening during 
what is supposed to be the busi- 
est time of the year for home 
shopping. 

“We're finding that people 
who don’t absolutely have to 
move are staying home, but 
you’ve got re-locations, too. 
They’ve already sold their exist- 
ing home, and they have to 
move,” said Bryan Farmer, a 
sales counselor at Meritage 
Homes. 

He said prospective home 
buyers were still visiting model 
homes at his company’s Fort 
Worth developments, although 
at a slower pace than just a 
couple of weeks ago. Visitors to 
model homes must answer 
questions about their potential 
exposure to COVID-19, and if 
they are deemed to not be at 
risk for spreading the virus they 
are escorted to visit homes for 
sale. 

“If they pass that test, we can 
show the homes, as long as we 
keep social distancing,” Farmer 
said. 

So far, there isn’t much evi- 
dence that the price of newly 
built homes in Fort Worth is 
dropping. Since 2014, the 
median price of a home in Fort 
Worth has increased 58%. 

The Dallas-Fort Worth region 
— especially on the Metroplex’s 
west side — has long been 
known as a mecca for affor- 
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Fort Worth area parents, teachers 
adjust to learning from home 
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Damaris Gloria, a 4th grade bilingual teacher at Blanton Elementary School in Arlington ISD, organizes and prepares Chromebooks for 
students on Thursday. Arlington ISD is deploying 12,000 devices to its students for online classes as the coronavirus pandemic continues. 
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In the midst of all the un- 
known, Kristy Hill is trying to 
find some structure. 

Hill is a single parent who, as 
a Keller school librarian, has 
been trying to find a routine for 
her kids while working ten- to 
12-hour days to help other par- 
ents and teachers get the re- 


sources they need to teach their 
own children. 

With her three teenage sons’ 
schools closed in the Keller 
school district, she’s working to 
balance that job while trying to 
ensure that her sons, one of 
whom has autism, get the edu- 
cation they need. 

“One minute I feel like I’m 
doing great, I got this,” Hill 
said. “The next minute I’m 
worried I’m not doing enough. 
I’m worried that I don’t have all 


the answers.” 

Hill isn’t alone as parents, 
teachers and principals learn to 
navigate a coronavirus pan- 
demic that has closed their 
schools. 


TEACHING AT HOME 

Fort Worth area school dis- 
tricts have said they will be 
closed “until further notice,” 
and with their shutdowns has 
come a shift to learning at 
home. 


School districts have sent 
lessons and curriculum plans, 
but many parents are anxious 
they aren’t doing enough or 
they aren’t qualified to ensure 
their kids’ education isn’t dis- 
rupted by the coronavirus. 

Arabia Whitfield searched 
online to try and create a curri- 
culum for her 12-year-old son, 
Christopher Grimes, who is in 
seventh grade at Uplift Elevate 
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*The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card issued by Wells Fargo Bank. N.A. an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 72 months apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase 
will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in 
any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 04/01/2018 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 5/15/2020. 
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